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A vnnv promising Presidential boom
was snuffed out in Pennsylvania by tlie
170000 majority against Bob Pittisou

--o
Even-- D Bllill must Iiavc tliat tired

feeling in bavins the knock out drops ad¬

ministered to bini on every possible oceak
sion

Tnc rumor that Senator Ilanna is to re-

tire
¬

from politics came around again on
schedule time and was as promptly
squelched by Senator Hannn himself

So fak 13 deer hunters have been killed
in the Adirondack region and yet the
Antis can see no horrors anywhere but iu
the Philippines

The Carlisle Indian simply wiped up
the earth with the University of Pennsyl¬

vania foot ball team last week Nice re-

turn
¬

for Viii Penns kindness

The champagne vintage this year is a
total failure This means a still bigger
dcmand for American dried apples by
champagne manufacturers

The spectacle of King Edward and
Kaiser Wilhelm affectionately kissing one
another shows us another thing that we
have been spared by becoming a Repub-
lic

¬

Tijomises by President McKiuIcy
seem to be as much of a feature in the
political situation as Jeffcrsonian princi-
ples

¬

and the fellows who talk about theni
seeru able to bend them as readily to what-
ever

¬

they may want

We cannot blame the Czar if he
chuckles at the troubles the Canadians are
having with the Doukhobors He lias tens
of millions of people of just about that
low stage of development who are liable
at any moment to stampede for some rea-
son

¬

or lack of reason It may be religion
or it may be any other old thing

TnE engagement of the Crown Prince of
Germauy to Princess Alice of England is
another step in the hybridizingof those
families whigh has gone so far that the
Emperor of Germany speaks better Eng-
lish

¬

than the King of England and the
King of England speaks better German
than the Emperor of Germany T

So there is to be no real fight over the
speakership after all Cannon and Bab--
cock simply got together and counted each
ethers cards Cannon had the most trumps
Babcock passed out gracefully and hand¬

ed his trumps over to Cannon As the
latter then bad about 10 out of the 13 he
is quite jWilling tq hav Yhe other fellows
go on playing ttroey want to -

It is said --that the average annual in-

comes of some professions in this coun try
are Surgeons 20D0 physicians 173
lawyers 1230- - journalists 1009 clergy-
men

¬

900 artists 730 authors 500
nurses 300 The Lehigh Coal Navi-
gation

¬

Co reports that its skilled miners
easily earned an average of 311 a day
for nine hours work which would be close
to 1000 a year and when they wanted to
could make it 400 a day or 127078 a
year It would seem that as a mere mat-
ter

¬

of livelihood many men ought to leave
medicine laiy the pulpit and the tripod
and go to digging coal

It should be a matter of special con-

gratulation
¬

to the veterans everywhere
that Hon Robert W fliers of the Second
District of Indiana has been returned to
Congress by a handsome majority The
fight against him was quite strong and
a special effort was made to belittle his
services to the veterans His record how-
ever

¬

was too strong for his opponents and
the comrades stood by him The veterans
liave no better friend in Congress than
Judge Miers and he has been assiduous
and indefatigable in their cause Un-
doubtedly

¬

much of the good feeling toward
the veterans on the Democratic side in
Congress i the result of Judge Mierss ef
forts

Col Allen Post of Gloucester Mass
lias promptly resented an insulting editor
ial in the Cape Ann News by passage of
resolutions denouncing the-- editor and the
editorial and declaring that pensions from
the Government are badges of honor
This is an example for the comrades ev-
erywhere If they will promptly express
their strong condemnation of the hcur--
rilous and lying articles in their local pa-

pers
¬

it wilfdo much towards correcting
public sentiment nthis iintiortant mat
ter JCach Post knows full well how de ¬

served are all the pensions which its mem
bers receive What is true of one Post
is equally true of every other Post in the
country

The circus seems to have ueen a promi-
nent feature on both sides of the political
fence iu Ohio In addition to Tom John
sons great single tent highly trained auto-
mobile

¬

hippodrome Comrade Norton of
the Tililu District was defeated by a mail
who was once a propi ietor of a tent show
and rose to that elevated point of pro
fessional joy a fur lined overcoat and
who pervaded Comrade Nortons District
with a tally ho coach brass band and a
calaxy of coon fcingcrs One or the other
of these circuses proved too much for the
0000 majority which Comrade Norton re
ceived at his last re election A good
friend of the veterans was left at home

EvEitVUODY is ver- - glad of the superb
campaign which uomrade S R Van Saut
made for re election as Governor of Min-
nesota

¬

Gov Van Sant who served very
creditably in an Illinois cavalry regiment
is an active G A R man and attracted
National attention by the bold fight he
made against the merger of the railroads
He went at this with a skill and a suc
cess far above that of the usual move
ments against trusts This marked him
as a probable leader when the right time
shall come Of -- course the railroads
fought his re election bitterly but he won
out against them with a splendid majority
of 00000 This has aroused interest In
him as a possible running mate for Presi
dent Roosevelt and already there has been

onie organization with a view to push ¬

ing him for the Vice Presidential nomina-
tion

¬

aos v5 i

virv- - K

THE SOUTHERN SPIRIT
EveryJittle while those of us who are

t
looking prating and working earnestly for
the greater good of America feel that at
last the perverted spirit which has for so
long dominated the South has been dis-

pelled
¬

and that that laggard region is now
bask T in the full sunlight of modern pro
gress Then conies to hlat our hopes
and expectations something like the fol-

lowing
¬

editorial in the Memphis Scimitar
of Oct 30 the leading paper iu that sec ¬

tion of the Mississippi Valley

WlinX TEDDY COMKSTO TOWS

It would really be very amusing if it
were notsO sorion- -

Wo are talking about this Roosevelt
business

When it wnsleaned that Gen Luke
E Wright would shortly return from the
Philippine Islands of which he has been
Vice Governor and really iu charge of
affairs for a long time every man In
Memphis with i dash of public spirit in
his composition began to fool around iu
his pockets for loose change wherewith
to buy red iire to celebrate his homecom ¬

ing
Tennessee was once known as a mother

of Presidents but it has been a long time
since the State has held the position in
the councils ofthe Nation to which it is
properly entitled and therefore when not
only a Tenucsscan but a Mompiiiuiwns
chosen for the most important position-
except one that accorded Judge Tnft
which has fallen to the lot of any citizen
of the United States since the civil war
naturtlly all of us felt complimented and
the splendid record made by the recipient
of this honor has strengthened all of us in
our good opinion of ourselves 1s repre-
sented

¬

in the concrete by Gen Luke E
Wright

And so we all of us fixed ourselves
to give him a welcome home that would
make him forget his harships and believe
sincerely that iu his extensive travels he
had never seen any other place like Mem- -
plus

But some marplots and we are glad
we do not know their names conceived
an idea iu an evil hour They took it into
their head to invite Mr Theodore Roose-
velt

¬

Teddy for short to be present at
the same time

All of Memphis is very anxious to-- do
honor to Gen Wright the foremost citi¬

zen of Memphis and the South and except
for these arch blunderers the city and
all the surrounding country would be a
blaze of glory on the occasion of his ar-
rival

¬

Perhaps it may be a great affair
as it is but the celebration will lack that
spontaneity enthusiasm having ex-
hausted

¬

English let us use French and
say eclat by which it would otherwise
have been marked

And why
Because this is not a Roosevelt re-

gion
¬

and- - this is not a Rooscclt town
President MeKinley one of the grandest
men this country ever produced appoint-
ed

¬

Gen Wright a member of the Philip-
pine

¬

Commission If Mr Roosevelt had
been in his place he would probably have
passed over the head of this distinguished
Tennessean and appointed in his stead his
chuiii Booker Washington Itis an even
bet that if Roosevelt Jiad chosen the Phil-
ippine

¬

Commission lie would have put a
negro on it He makes a boast of the
fact that he entertained negroes in a so
cial way at the Executive Mansion iii A1- -
bany and at his sumptuous Summer cot
tage on the Atlaritic coast and orte of liisl
first acts after he became by accident the
President of the United States was t seat
one of 111613 iu his own private dining iopiu J

at the lbite House And there is no
record of the1 fact that the room has been
disinfected or even thechair knife fork
plate andnapkindeoi3ofized

the ulea of a man who is so narrow
that he cannot understand tiro race uroli- -

lenvbeing Presideutyof the United States
WJiatnrejjye commg to -

ot to liooseveit ami uis lueas
Oh no

1 A il ilinf ma nTiv tiimicnniTo rF nnnnlnxuu iiutt m j luvueauuo Iyfjiv
wno woum clamor or seats ara hundred
dollars a plate at a banquet in honor of
Gen Wright could not be hauled up to
the table with a hawser atr a dinner where
Mr Roosevelt was an invited guest

And whyagainfcomc one will inquire
Because social equality with Mr

Roosevelt means recognition of his wide-
ly

¬

announced doctrine of social equality
with the negro and to this the people
of the South will never agree and no
member of the Anglo Saxon race who
krows real conditions by personal exper-
ience

¬

will ever consent If we were in-

clined
¬

to be extreme we might say that
there is no difference whatever between
sitting down to dinner with a negro and
sitting down with a man who not only
thinks it the proper thing to do but who
has done it time and again and who
openly announces that it is the proper
thing to do But this would be rubbing
it in a little too strong and would be an
injustice to many worthy Memphians who
are iu the middle of a bad fix and know
it

But you will remark Roosevelt is still
President of the United States and we
owe respect to the office

Granted
Every patriotic American citizen should

do honor to the President of his country
When Mr Roosevelt comes to Mem-

phis
¬

he should be properly received by the
Mayor and members of the City Council
The police should escort him through the
streets andour superb fire department might
give a siecial display in his honor It
would notbe out of place to erect an arch
for him to drive under on Jiis way from
the railway1 station and if he comes in
after dark a respectful amount of red fire
some musics a job lot of flags and things
might be arranged to greet and gladden
his eyes

Buta banquet
Excuse us please j
Oh yes it lias its funny as well as its

philosophic side
How can the promoters of this insane

notion of inviting Mr Roosevelt to Mem ¬

phis on this occasion blame Hie negroes
for suggesting as they have doiie that
they be given ome hort- - of show iu the
parade As a class the negroes of Mem ¬

phis are far above the average There aro
exceptions of course biit as a rule they
are orderly polite and well behaved The
very best and most conservative of them
in this instance ure justified in asking for
front seats Mr Roosevelt has been the
first and only President of the United
States to put them upon an entire enualitv
with himself and as he represents the Na
tion toiiiu them to an equal plane with
the bestijiithc land Unless they arc en-
tirely

¬

devoid of gratitude they will insist
upon leadingsplaces iu the parade on the
platforms onthe various reception com
mittees nuu at the banquet

Really they have the first right
Roosevelt is the great champion of

equal rights His hand has drawn bnck
the curtain and shown the necro race a
new dawn He is the Moses who proposes
to lead them out of the wilderness

We beg to extend- - our sympathies to
those public spirited citizens on the various
committees w ho have rushed into this
celebration blindfold out of public spirit
without stopping to consider the real mean-
ing

¬

and effect of the thing tit life has
its vicissitudes and we mist bear with
our misfortunes as bravely as we can

Could there be anything more disheart
ening than this It is an article conceived
in depravity and brought forth in malig-
nancy

¬

of spirit Nothing tliat President
Roosevelt is has been or promises to lie
nothing that he is doing or that we san
guinely hope will do nothing of his mag-
nificent

¬

carrying forward of our country
in the glorious path of her destiny avails
a particle against the damning charge tliat
he once invited a most estimable negro
to sit at his tabic with him There is ab
solutely nothing in our laws or traditions
of the Presidency to prevent a Chief Ex
ecutive from exercising the ordinary rights
of an American citizen and associating
with whom lie pleases There might hare
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been some shade of justification bf The
Scimitars shriek if Mr Washington had
been invited to some state function but
he was not He dined privately with the
President as any other man might with
out any significance whatever except the
pleasure of dining with so agreeable a
gentleman as Mr Roosevelt If thercis
a-- negro in the United States that any
man might welcome to ins tabic it s
Booker Washington He is doing the
greatest work of any man in the country
for 10000000 American citizens Jiy the
very bent methods ho is leading them jn
a way that all of us Norti and Southi
earnestly desire thcri to go The result
of his work must inevitably lift the whole
negro nice to a higher plane making them
better citizens of the country bettor Amer-
icans

¬

and a nnicli more valuable element
iu the business and social life Of the South
The whoe comitry will be betlcr for what
he is doing and all- - proper encouragement
should be given him and those associated
with him If the act of the President had
any significance it was that of appreciation
which niiistjbe of much value to the move
iiient which Mr Washington represents
Only hopelessly perverted minds could see
in that act anything wrong or dangerous
The utterance of the Scimitar is only an
other expression of that determination on
the part of the Southern leaders to think
with wilful perversity upon great public
questions a disposition which led to the
rebellion and brought immeasurable woes
upon this country The welfare of the
United States can only be made secure by
all men thinking sanely upon the facts and
tendencies of life and adjusting themselves
to the inevitable movements This these
Southern leaders have always refused to
do and ju which the Scimitars editorial
shows they still persist They have mag-
nified

¬

a common every day incident of no
particular importance into oie of mo¬

mentous portent which threatens grievous
evils to the South and on this pretext they
would insult the President of the United
States and every man in the country who
regards him as a true representative Amer-
ican

¬

and the embodiment of our National
spirit i

Tlie article is simply outrageous and
very dangerous to the extent that it in
lluences the public opinion of the South

Cuba continues to be a prolific news
center and probably will continue so for
a long time to come The parties there
seem to be shaping themselves into the
Ropublicfli which seeks annexation to the
United States at the earliest jnoment and
the Radicals who are bitterly opposed to
such a thing and determined to be a Nation
in all that the word implies ctlie Kc
publicans comprise substantially all of the
land holders and planters who have every
reason financial and otherwise for be
coming a part of-- the United States not
the least being a distaste for the rule of
the ignorant and irresponsible vmob which
seeks control This mikcs up its numerical

strength from the tens of thousands
of negroes whose fathers or at most
grandfathers --were brought direct from
Africa and have had so far but the faint
est taste of civilization There are manj
tilings coming up which indicate an inll im

position on the part of the present Gov-
ernment

¬

to carry jout in good faith the
agreement with the United States iShe
Pldtt stalled

it appropriated- -
hnf ulflxed Oj it as an Vj
not bear the signatures of tlici members
of the Constitutional Convention but sim ¬

ply that of the Committee The matter
of the coaling stations will almost certain-
ly

¬

become the subject of the acrimonious
dispute as soon as we present our formal
request them Added to all this will
be the intrigues of the Euroiiean diplo
mats particularly of Great Britain
Germany and France to prevent get
ting a lions share of Cuba which is oiu
right and which we ought to have Wo
can lest assured that nothing will be lft
undone to divert the trade of Cuba away
from us and these intrigues will un ¬

doubtedly intensify the bitterness between
the factions

Vixckxt MouvrroitT No 22
Department of Maine G A I Bruns-
wick

¬

Me makes an announcement that
will be of National interest in presenting
a distinguished comrade of the Post Gen
Joshua L Chamberlain as a candidate for
Department Commander Few comrades
in the Grand Army have achieved promi
nence in so many different directions as
Comrade Chamberlain He left a profes
sorship in Bowdoin College in 1S02 to be
come LieutenantColoneI of the 20th Me
and rose to be Colonel of the regiment
He was promoted Brigadier General for
gallantry nt Petersburg where he was
severely wounded was brevetted Major
General and again wounded at the Quaker
Road ne commanded the First Division
of the Fifth Corps and led the advance
at His command received
the formal surrender of the arms and
colors of Lees army During his service
he was engaged in 24 pitched battles and
was six times wounded After the war
he resumed his professorship at Bowdoin
College and was elected its President in
1871 He was Governor of Maine for
four years and commanded the Maine Na-

tional
¬

Guard during a very trying period
Vincent Mountfort Post believes him to be
an ideal representative of the Maine citi
zen soldiers

- spite of the vivid alarm of those
who heard the death knell of our liberties
when the act was passed increasing the
army to 100000 men that force is now
being rapidly reduced without any agita
tion whatever As a matter of fact the
utmost strength of the army nt any time
was ouly 88000 and May 31 last it was
reduced 11000 men A recent order makes
a still further reduction of 7000 men and
brings it back to a peace footing No dis-
charges

¬

are to be made iu this reduction
except for expiration of term of service
hut recruiting is to lose much of its ac-
tivity

¬

Owing- - to the great increase in
our seaboard the artillery
will be kept nt its present strength which
is barely sufficient to take care of the fine
array of splendid guns which have been
placed in position The reduction will be
wholly iu the infantry and cavalry The
cavalry will consist of 15 regiments with a
total strength of 12240 men or Go to each
troop instead of 73 as at present The
infantry will have a total strength of 24- -
480 divided into 30 regiments with 03
men to a company The Engineer Ord
nance and Signal Corps will not be re-
duced

¬

and recruiting go on only to keep
tlie army up to the total strength of 59
800

St Louis juries seem to be made of
the right kind of stuff no matter what
the Councilmcn are They have no hesi-
tation

¬

in sending a briber to the peniten-
tiary

¬

even though he be a millionaire

--- rsgafes J
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Imminence of Ea5fe for Faretteville-Plclt-- ln
Up Some offings to Mafca tne Lady

Guest More CoIrtable
It looked vcry uch as if the army was

going to ImvcWbnttlc for Fayettoville
the great armSry of the Southern Con ¬

federacy
It is true thatfthings had looked so-- be-

fore
¬

Savannah heforctoliimbla and he
fore Chehiw attvf vhich had lieen given
ip without a brittle but now the iniirci

tions were more iilrtciitou and it did
not seem possible that the rebels could go
on forever alialnloning strategic points
immense quantities stores
and arsenal santl factories of the utmost
importance tirthtfiu If nothing else the
temper of tile Southern people would not
aUmir of- this -- No Heiieral who went oil
avoiding kittles and yielding territory
coum survivejPUIilic wrath

All of the troops with which Beaure
gard had becnfiUilely iuanuvering iu
South CarolinVto save Columbia and
Charleston and check Sherman Wore now
concentrated and joined by the remnants
of Hoods army vhich had been brought
across Georgia and South Carolina Every
mail who could march a mile and carry a
gun had been hunted out ami forced into
tlie ranks and all these had been rein
forced by the little army which Hardee
had led out of Savannah then out or
Charleston and again out of Cheraw

Something of importance was iu order
to happen immediately and that sonic- -
uuug ii was naturally expeeteu woum
be a stubborn defense of Iayettcvillc
where tlie United States had had a large
armory Jiefore the war which the rebels
nan augmented ny tne uiacuinery wiucii
they had carried away from Harpers
Kerry

The rebel army was now in force closer
to Shermans Jlian it had been at any
time since Savannah

The column which Si had stopped by
burning the turpentine still was only one
of several which the retreating foragers
reported as moving along the front appar
ently converging upon some general line
of battle across the Union course

Scouts spies and intelligent contra ¬

bands concurred iu the belief that this
was to he behind Beaver Creek some six

from Eayetteville
The Fourteenth Corp which was lead-

ing
¬

on the ilircct road began liulliug itself
together and getting iu readiness for the
collision AVherp tie regiments had been
pushing ahead at the rate of 18 or 20
miles a dOV they slowed down to four or
five- - milos moyiij and camping with
strict attention tojnutiial support j

i Throughout ill the regiments tfyerc was
much furbishing tip of muskets rusted and
neglected iil the fatigues of corduroying
bridge building and helping drag trains
through jnonyijesir Every cartridge box
waslOarcfulIy inspected Cartridges worn
liy file shundirislof3iiiles of marching
aiuTrroiii which the powder had sifted

eretthnowjiqOnpyiUid the boxes filled
ytith fresh ouiifvrwliieh could lie depended
upon for yegiritH when the truraer was
pulled Surgeons were seen slinrpciiing
and piling theiSalccadfiil instruments ami
looking iivcnAiejr baudagesito see what
uamage liaulxna lume uy tne Rims Aleo
Wcrc hroughtadoifxomtheii Mails to the
trains and roodluakiug am given their
mnxkets agaiiludThe slackness of military
l rerfciiou lh edioBy thor weeKsof billing
throKchthejmiidacd Tain gave way to
Kltarp connniiutS proirtrt alignments and
snappy pxeealor inaiinrers

81 anirbhotty liad lonnft acnvalry am r
AuieiHlineht Jwaa not incorporated rnnHlcioiiwstgoM hitlinniiU and

iqtd the Constitution of Cub faVpTovidBd whrUr helping out hail to
TaiPJifWfisprfJlic otSpioerc irhine

for

those
our

Post

Appomattox

Is

fortifications

by

miles

HJWridieMCliiettfuruiwWthbifrKiliijdOTi
iibumhnice o fliniminitioir

WhilenII tills wasgoiigrtit Was not
forgotten that lady in camp
hut Mrs Wlmpie had lib reason to cpin
plairi that the imminence of battle de
creased the attentions bestowed upon her
Indeed she was not awardlliat ftnj thing
unusual was going on

Coining into camp after burning the
tiirjfcutiiie- - still Si went directly to the
wagons which the Adjutant had parked
apart from the others and near the regi ¬

mental headquarters under the charge of
Otterbein Kramer who hud cooked supper
and was awaiting the arrival of the boys
He bad done his best in getting up deli ¬

cacies for Mrs Wimple but she had re-
fused

¬

to eat until the hoys came in She
had fed tlie tired children and put them
to bed anil was sitting by the fire on a
blanket folded on a box alternately chat-
ting

¬

with Otcrbeiu Kramer about Indi ¬

ana and the long Jmt off North when his
duties would permit and sitting gazing
intently into the flames absorbed in her
own reflections when he was out of reach
of her voice

- We must be careful about what we tell
that lady of what weve been doing today
Si cautioned the rest as he caught sight
of her Refined delicate Indies like her
musnt be shocked by talking about shoot ¬

ing and killing and burning and such
No added Shorty sternly choke off

all that gas about your performances and
your hair breadth escapes and how many
rebels you slew with your red right hand
Thats no sort of chaff for an evening tea
party

The boys gulped a little at this The
talk around the evening campfire was one
of their most cherished privileges It was
then that they discussed the events of the
day praised one anothers deeds exulted
iu their achievements congratulated them ¬

selves on their escapes and felt all the joy
of living and soldiering

But the presence of the lady iu camp
overbore even this

Lets take our horses over there and
attend to them and slick ourselves up be-

fore
¬

we go where she is said Si
Though the hoys were very hungry

and the smell of Kramers frying meat and
boiling coffee most enticing they never
took more anxious care with their toilets
Hands and faces were washed as clean as
yellow rosin soap and cold branch water
could make tliein nair combed smoothly
and all the dust taken out of their clothes
that the horse brushes would bring

Then they marched stiffly up behind Si
came into miic at tlie word and solemnly
saluted sii

Airs Wimple rose as gracefully as if
receiving gilds in tier own parlor

Good cvttitng gentlemen she said
in a voice of liquid sweetness jni very
glad to see yml back again I hope youve
had an agwoable day

Very agreeable maam stammered
Si blushing to the roots of his hair at the
touch of herol soft hand Very agree-
able

¬

indeedtfiiil
Then yoaaflid not meet any Confed-

erates
¬

and lave a fight with them she
continued ds she led the wayto the table
and took lieT seat I was so afraid you
would Thr are so many out in the
country and they are so full of hostility
to the UiiiMnMien

She sighed ht the bitter remembrances
Yes mlfafn theres a good many of

them in this necK o woods just now
wus all that Si- - Would venture and turned
his attention to Ins cup of coffee

How very lucky you did not meet any
of them she said in a tone of gentle re-
lief

¬

Hum the luck is on their side when
they dont meetTis maam Shorty could
not resist saying

We didn t what you might say meet
em mumbled the ever truthful Si blow

ing Ins coffee e just soft o sidled up
to em when neither was just exactly ex ¬

pecting to bump up against strancers
I thought you said you had an agree

able day
It was agreeable maam very agree- -

aoie to get ci jan away from em and
eucher em as we did said Shorty

Shorty whispered Si giv ¬

ing his partner a little kick Musnt say
eucher before ladies

Shorty got so red in the face that it look ¬

ed as if a hair of his moustache had been
pulled out he would have bled to death

But I thought --you did not have any
fighting persisted the lady

We didnt maam that is none to
spenk of answered Si The rebels
thought they were doing a good deal of
fighting but we wasnt doing much
though we done all that was necessary

My my snid the lady I cant un ¬

derstand it but its all dreadful When
will this awful Avar cease Such destruc-
tion

¬

of property too Think of the burn ¬

ing of that turpentine still of Burwell
Crenshaw Think of those nimmcned Confed-

erates-destroying their own property in
their rage against the Union army I
could not help thinking of that as I watch ¬

ed the burning distillery I kvow the own-
ers

¬

very well and they imie talked of
making this country another Moscow for
the Is ion army

Purty late iu the Winter for a Mos ¬

cow if I read history right in school
ventured Si just to say something

1 hink burning that property was
nothing short of an awful crime said the
hfily vehemently

Si and the rest became intensely inter-
ested

¬

In thcir supper
But I dont want to talk of these hor-

rible
¬

things continued Mrs Wimple
innking an effort to brighten up i iantrr z

takk or
to leave tliein all hehindas soon as possi
ble I htvehad tlfemVithme constantly
Tor yea rsrind they have become heart- -

sore 1 10 iiiiiik aim laih iiuuni
home and my own people I want to find
out where vou are all from Perhaps some
of yon come from near where I did and
know somebody tliat I do

Her tact was so fine that she soon suc-

ceeded
¬

in setting tho squad of bashfuLhob
somewhat at their eae though

they continued to be painfully conscious
of the size of their feet and hands and it
seemed that they could not touch anything
without knocking it over nor speak with-
out

¬

saying something too outlandish for
a ladys cars

But when it developed that she had
once known a schoolmaam who had al
most skinned Pete alive in endeavoring to
make him spell correctly and write legibly
Pete was ready to worship her She knew
a Judge whom Monty regarded as the
greatest lawyer iu Indiana a minister hal
gone from her town who had once stop
ped with Sis father she had taken dinner
at the railroad eating house in tlie town
where Sandvs mother lived a man whom
Harry knew had married one of her
friends one of her school friends had mar-
ried

¬

and settled in Alts town Before the
supper was over they all felt blood rela
tionship with her and cacn was ner ue
votcd subject even slave She was moth-
erly

¬

aud sympathetic with the younger
boys and to Si Shorty and Abe she was
a queen who ruled regally

From a distant camp so far away as
to be hardly audible came the first faint
notes of a signal which no soldier ever
hears without a heart leap Sis quick
ears caught it and he looked inqniringly
at Shorty who listened for a second and
then responded withanothcr look

Yes its the long roll theyre beating
A half minute of intense listening show ¬

ed that the nearer camps were taking up
the call to arms

AH the boys were listening now but a
look from Si warned them to give no
intimation to Mrs Wimple of the deep
portent of the signal She continued to
chat brightly but the boys began to an-
swer

¬

with some constraint
The drums of the brigade now began to

take up the chorus and then the bugles of
the 200th Ind blared out the assembly

Excuse us maam said Si rising
The Colonel wants to see us on business

Just make yourself comfortable Well be
back after awhile
Take care of yourselves and come back

soon she answered tranquilly I
havent talked half as much to you as I
want to Its so much like home to be
witli you

They rode over to where the 200th Ind
stood in Hue awaiting orders for which
the Adjutant had galloped over to head
quarters

Hello Sergeant Ive found you at
last came in Tom Radboues voice a lit-

tle
¬

weaker than of yore but still strong
and full of gladness I ve had such a
time in finding you

Why Tom is that you exclaimed
Si What in the world are you doing
here The Surgeon said you wouldnt be
fit for duty for a month yet

Surgeon be blasted answered Tom
Think I was going to hang around for-

ever
¬

with that dratted old pill peddlery
the ambulance and miss all the fun
Not for Joe no no I prefer your so-
ciety

¬

to that of the Surgeon and his Hos-
pital

¬

Steward He ordered me to stay
but I grabbed a spare horse took a fel
lows gun that came in with a bullet
through his lungs nnd lit out

You had better go back aud ride with
the ambulance a few days longer expos-
tulated

¬

Si Were likely to have pretty
rough work in the next day or two

111 look out for myself You dont
need to pay no attention to me said Tom
doggedly You just go ahead with your
business as usual and Ill trail along be
hind I won t bother you none

The Adjutant came galloping back and
handed nu envelope to the Colonel who
sprang from his horse tore it open and
rend us contents by the light ot a campfire

Sergt Klegg he said after he had
remounted and ridden up to Si we arc
ordered to move down that road at the
double quick to check an expected flank
movement Youll go ahead Gallop
down the road until yon reach the creek

fc yrsr

If thfc enemys already across engage him
and hold him till we come up If he has
not gotten there yet cross over and feel
out fpr him -- 1 - -

iVery good sir responded i saluting
Well attend to t Attention File right
Forward inarch GALLOP

They lashed Ml into the thick darkness
the clatter of their hoofs drowning therrush of the mens feet following on the
double quick

The road was rough- - and wherever a
stream came down from the hills rising to
the left there was a slough through which
their horses had to slowly pick their way

What do you suppose were gouig to
buck up againt Shortyi Si inquired of
his partner as they worked side by side
through one of these miry spots Can it
be that brigade or division whatever it
was that we ran against is working over
this way to take us in Hank

Mehbc so Likely so Dont care
much what it is Were out to buck up
against something and I havent much
choice If - had it wouldnt do me any
good Weve got to take what conies in
the army Weve been chasing a big fight
for two months nfiw and all ver South
Caroliny Id jilst as soon itll come to¬

night as any other time Im as ready for
it as Ill yver lie

Well said Si trying to pierce the dis ¬

tant darkness with his earnest gaze in
spite of tlie information at headquarters
and tho orders X doubt very much if there
is any strong force down there I think
I have got the lay of this country pretty
well in mind and I feel sure that that
line of liehUyou see in the sky away over
there marks their camp fires bejond that
big creek or river over which they havent
been able to get much of a crowd

I think your right said Shorty read-
ing

¬

the signs with that skill which made
the veterans in the ranks toward the closc
of the war as good Generals as those who

care yourselves and come back oon- - bite aitswkked

want

bledehoys

commanded theni You remember we took
all that inwhen we wire out there and
saw tfiutitJierelwaiiiio waTof getting
big force across there anywhere

The gentleness of the slppe now showed
them that they were approaching the creek
where they might expect their enemies
Had they gotten across the creek

They stopped looked and listened The
ei M 4l ine uurKiit ss iiiiuieuiaieiy 111

front sjiowed that liere were open fields
leading down to the creek with the deep
er uai Kness ueyonu indicating heavy
woods on the opposite side They could
hear nothing except the dismal hooting
of the owls and the ripple of the water
in the creek

Well I see nothing to do but go on
said Si impatiently Our orders are to
go to the ford and across it if we dont
meet the enemy before

I wish that if theyre down there theyd
shoot to break the suspense muttered
Shorty From the sound of the water its
running over stones so that theres a good
crossing But weve got to move or the
regiment II catch up with us Ill ride
ahead a little and see what I can stir
up

He rode down at a trot with Si and
the rest following a little ways behind

His horses hoofs rang out sharply on the
gravel as he neared the water

They re not this side anyway Si he
willed to uis partner

No but heres plenty of us over on
this side you salivated son of a sea cook
shouted a voice from the blackness and
a musket blazed out a fierce Hume

Scat you cant shoot for sour apples
contemptuously rejoined Shorty firing two
or three shots toward the flash Hist out
o there e re coming to see you

Si and the rest were instantly beside
him and the whole squad pumped three
volleys into the darkness beyond while
the reliel muskets burnt holes in the dark
ness like fireworks Bullets sang around
but mostly Hew too high

b orward shouted Si who had watch
ed the firing aud gaged the number of
Ins iocs There s only a few of them
Save the rest of your shots for them as
theyre running Forward

They rushed forward through the ford
with their horses slipping 011 the smooth
slimy rocks but all gained the bank on
the opposite side and fired at whatever
seemed a moving clump of blackness

Theyre all gone Yanks You neednt
bother any more about them called from
behind them the voice which had hailed
Shorty They looked around iu surprise

Here I am said a man comiuc out
from behind a treewhere he had thrown
himself flat to escape danger Im Jim
McCurdy from Ohio I was pressed into
the rebel army and have been trying ever
since to get away 1 yelled at you and
fired wild to keepyou from running into
their ambush Then I dug my nose into
the ground attlie roots of that sycamore
aud waited fo the storm to pass

How rrianywere there of you asked
Si

There were 23 of us sent over that
was all that could be got across and we
had to coon it along the logs There was a
great show of sending the whole brigade
over and a good deal of chopping down
trees and other things to fool the Yankee
scouts but we was all that come over
The rest was marched off some other
way

Where ve they gone who were with
you

They re skipping back to where wn
crossed That was the orders Wo
to watch this ford and hold back anv- -
oouy tliarcome till just before morning
ami men ugiit one on tne nacic track

Which way did von come
You follow up this road until you come

to another leading in from the right
Thatll take you to where we crossed

We must follow those fellows up to the
crossing said Si Tom Braiuard take
mis man uacK 10 tne uoioncl and report
what done andweve where were going
I hear the regiment coming down the hill
now Forward boys

They pushed forward rapidly for a mileor more and came to the road which theman had spoken of and snmo Kcton
down it made out a clump of blackness

V tir

horses and by the time they had gotten
through the black clump had disappeared
in the trees at the edge of the swamp

No use of going anv farther said Si
halting and leading his horse up onto a
sandy hillock But wed better stay here
awhile fo see that nobody- - else tries to j
come over -

Pete that looks- - like a houses over 3
there vsaid Sandy as the rest settled
themselves down on the L rounil Lets co
over anil see if we cant find something
that thatjady would like to cat

All right Im with you answered
Pete

Well go along with you We want to
get her something too spoke up Harry
ainl Monty jealous of anybody else doing
anything for their guest

And you must count us in too if any¬
body goes interposed Gid and Alf You
know she was once in our town

Si saw no objection The house was not
very far and he Shorty and Abe could
do the watching

The noise nnd the sound of chopping
continued beyond the river but Si and
Shorty concluded that it was intended
more as a bluff to keep back any advance
from their side

The Adjutant came up presently and
after considering the situation ordered
them to remain there till morning to make
sure against any Hank movement from
that direction

Si set his guards taking the first turn
himself and then lay down to sleep by a
little fire kindled behind the cover of a
thick growth of sumach

He Awoke in the gray of the morning
and aroused the rest to mount and ride
hack to the regiment while he took a cir- - j
cuit down to the edge of the water anJ
rcconnoitercd the other side Everything
was quiet over there absolutely silent
He cut through the woods to come into
the road ahead of the boys They were
tiling by as he came across the onen fields
aud he surveyed them with surprise Ev¬

ery one had some contribution to Mrs
Wimples happiness

Pete had secured a candle nnd at risk
of starting a conflagration had ransacked
the fodder pen and stable for hens nests
He had his spoils in a large hickory basket
on his left arm while his right encircled
a crock of butter resting on the pommel
of his saddle

Sandy had found a cow and though she
had nearly kicked his head off in resent-
ment

¬

at being milked at that time of night
and by a stranger he had a precious
quantity of milk for the children and Mrs
Wimples coffee in a cedar bucket in his
left hand while he carried a ham in his
right

Harry Alf and Monty had climbed the
cedar trees which served as hen roost
and secured a goodly quantity of chickens

Gid had a jar of apple butter under one
arm and a jar of honey under the other
While Alf who thought that probably
much washing was going to be necessary
had a washboard under one arm and a
string of crescents of dried pumpkins on
theother

With a view of softening Mrs Wimples
couch Abe Grimstead had a great feather- - J
tick with the sheets rolled up on liis pota--
mel

Shorty who had groaned nnder having
Mrs Wimple sit on nothing better than
a cracker bor solemnly carried in front of
hip a large split bottom rocking ehair- - -
with a rag patchwork cushion on the seat

The Adjutant cameriding ontoh his
way to recall them and looked them over i
with amazement 3

Now whht the devil have yon been np I
to he inquired irritably for he had Iostr l
much sleep If you fellows ainf the
i The rest of his remarks would not look

well in print
l CTobe continued -- 31 -

--
ELECTRICAL MAII CARREERS

An Italianihvento is reported t6 harts
had measurable success in an electrical
device for carrying mail at a rate of 230
miles an hour The reports indicate that

3iis deviee rs quite complicated and in
tended to gather and- - distribute mail at -

stations along the route Tins woulijseear rf 71
to be unnecessary at this stage and
should come in later as an improvement
There is no doubt that electrical transmis -- I
sion of mails is a thing of the near future0 -
The wonder is that no more inventprsare
turning their attention to it It would riot
seem to be a very serious problem since
the cash carriers in use in the department
stores and other forms of the Telford car-
riers

¬

used for coal ores earth etc have
attained a very successful development
and point out that electricity can be
readily employed for rapid dispatch of the
mails

It seems unduly ambitious to start with
a speed of 230 miles an hour A rate of
100 miles an hour or far less would be
a great gain over the present rate espe--
cially as the electrical Hue could be an air
line and the shortest distance between two
points For example it 13 somewhere in
the neighborhood of 1000 miles between
Chicago and the Eastern cities Jy rail
and an air line would cut off say a couple
of hundred miles from this If the mails
could be carried at the rate of 100 miles
an hour with a shortening of the distance
of say 2OO miles between ew lorfc and
Chicago it would be an immense improve
ment over the present system Then the
cheapness of the method would enable
mail trains to be sent every hour or of
tener

We look for a special development of
this system of sending the mails in the
country districts on tlie present lines of
the Rural Free Delivery It seems cer ¬

tain that a device of moderate cost might
be had which would carry letters and
newspapers through the country dropping
the boxes at different stations and gather-
ing

¬

up the deposits If this were done at
so low a rate as from 10 to 20 miles an
hour it would be a great gain over the
present working system People living in

I the country would have their letters and
papers as promptly as mose iu ine cuy
and the complaint of the isolation of coun-
try

¬

life would be greatly reduced
We may look therefore for great im-

provements
¬

in this special line within the
next few years

We have now the report of the result
of the first year of organized warfare
against the pestilent musketo Mr Spen
cer Miller of South Orange N J re
ports that he has succeeded in cutting
down the number of musketos in a tract
two miles square about 73 per cent We
would oh very much we would wish
that Mr Miller could truthfully report
tliat in some way he had sneceeded in
dulling the lancets of the remaining 23
per cent and silencing their tuneful songs
Our unhappy experience has been that it
is notthe number of musketos which ren-
der

¬

the night a torture but the pernicious
activity of the few bloody thirsty speci-

mens

¬

who have the virulence of Anarch-
ists

¬

and the vocal powers of Populists If
Mr Miller has only succeeded in killing
off 73 per cent of the dull nnenterprising
insects to leave the 25 per cent of the
vigorous and aggressive a freer field of
action he has not conferred much of a
boon upon suffering humanity In con ¬

nection with his report Mr Miller gives
some alarming fiimres While it is Gen
erally believed that every neighborhood
must raise its own pests and that the
musketo does not usually get more than
half a mile from the pool of stagnation in
which she was born Mr Miller says that
a favorable wind will carry swarms
sometimes two miles This makes con-
certed

¬

effort necessary and as in so many
other things we are our brothers keepers
in much that relates to his health and
comfort Another of Mr Millers disturb-
ing

¬

facts is that a musketo becomes a
grandmother an infinite number of times
iu the course of a couple of hours and
during the night her progeny may increase
in a way to stagger arithmetic Still Mr
Miller as opes and he lielieves that

making for the crossimr Thev rnlhS n
e Pcst- - wllich worse on the sleeper

ter them but OTnsclence raa exter--a checkTd their minated
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